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FDI Control developments and trends for cross-border M&A transactions  

ESCP Business School and Fusions & Acquisitions Magazine are pleased to announce the inaugural FDI Control 
Forum, to be held in Paris on June 22, 2023.  

Hosted in partnership with academic institutions and market leaders, the FDI Control Forum is the first conference of  its 
kind in France. Regulatory experts and Parliamentary Members from France, Germany, the European Union, the UK and 
USA will discuss the latest trends and developments, together with over 50 highly skilled professionals including lawyers, in-
vestment bankers, auditors, strategy consultants, lobbyists and economic intelligence specialists. The FDI Control Forum 
offers a unique opportunity to participate in this dynamic area. 

Geopolitical tensions, health, energy and climate crises are leading States to rethink the balance between attracting foreign 
investment and protecting national sovereignty, including in their assessment and prevention of  threats posed by foreign in-
vestment to their security and public order. To this end, governments have recently reformed and strengthened their foreign 
investment control mechanisms. These reforms have occurred in the United States (FIRRMA 2018), the United Kingdom 
(NSIA 2021), Germany (AWG 2020) and France (Loi Pacte 2019). This environment presents both challenges and oppor-
tunities in FDI control, requiring collaboration between regulators, practitioners and academics. 

As a significant recipient and driver of  FDI, Paris, France is the perfect location for the FDI Control Forum. The FDI 
Control Forum will take place at two distinguished venues, La Maison de la Chimie and the ESCP Campus République across 
a morning and evening session. 

1.   8:30am to 2:00pm at La Maison de la Chimie: Morning conference and workshops under the “Chatham House Rule.” 
Our workshops offer a unique opportunity to engage with key players from France, Germany, the European Union, the UK 
and USA across geopolitics, economy, strategy, finance and law, and will give you an in-depth understanding of  the 
latest developments and trends in global FDI control. 

Please note that a lunch event will follow the morning conference, providing an excellent opportunity for attendees to engage 
with workshop moderators and speakers. 

2.   6:30pm to 8:30pm at ESCP Campus République: An evening conference with a larger audience. This open forum 
will enable regulators, students, academics and civil society to engage in dialogue on the challenges posed by the increasing 
control of  foreign investments in the M&A process, the rise of  state rivalries that disrupt state national security. 

We will also be hosting a cocktail event following the evening conference, providing attendees with an exceptional opportunity 
to connect and engage with other professionals in the field. 

As a facilitator of  frank discussions on major developments in FDI control, the FDI Control Forum provides a framework 
to conduct an in-depth examination of  those sectors that are currently at the forefront of  FDI control, as well as to predict 
those that will be significant in the future. The FDI Control Forum will examine FDI control practice as a vital element in 
M&A transactions, on par with competition and compliance.  The FDI Control Forum is a necessary annual gathering that 
brings together experts from various fields, including government officials, academics, and private sector representatives, to 
share knowledge and experience on FDI control. 



FDI CONTROL FORUM THEMES 

The practice of  FDI control brings together several disciplines that need to be articulated during a merger and acquisition 
operation. This practice is thus at the crossroads of  law, finance and economics, strategy, politics and geopolitics.  

The FDI Control Forum will provide attendees with an understanding of  the current FDI control environment. Our work-
shops will explore numerous areas of  FDI control across the tech, health, energy and defence sectors and show you how to 
select the best team for a cross-border transaction or how to navigate the regulatory and geopolitical ecosystem in which 
these transactions take place. The forum is an excellent opportunity to engage with regulators, parliamentary members and 
academics who will be providing their views and insights on the intricacies of  FDI control and the likely trends across multiple 
sectors in the future. 

SPEAKERS AND PARTNERS 

The first FDI Control Forum will feature speakers across the entire spectrum of  FDI control. Participants from France, 
Germany, the European Union, the UK and USA include: regulators (CFIUS, BMWK, Multicom 4, European Commission), 
leading law firms, investment banks, auditors, strategy consultants, lobbyists, economic intelligence specialists, communication 
agencies, public authorities, various ministries and parliamentarians, along with leading academics as moderators. 

 
FDI CONTROL FORUM PARTNERS  

n FUSIONS & ACQUISITIONS MAGAZINE 
n ESCP BUSINESS SCHOOL 

n BRITISH INSTITUTE OF COMPARATIVE LAW 
n UNIVERSITÉ PARIS DAUPHINE-PSL 

n CENTRE FOR COMMERCIAL LAW STUDIES (CCLS), QUEEN MARY UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 
n MEDEF 

n COMITÉ STRATÉGIQUE AVOCATS LEFEBVRE DALLOZ 
n LEFEBVRE DALLOZ 

*** 

n CLIFFORD CHANCE  
n HERBERT SMITH FREEHILLS  

n  JEANTET  
n SIMMONS & SIMMONS  

n SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM 
n WHITE & CASE  

*** 

n BARCLAYS 
n BNP PARIBAS 

n FTI CONSULTING 
n  HSBC 

n JP MORGAN CHASE & CO 
n RELIANS 


